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thing if you were twenty years younger; but your
good health will doubtless carry you through. The
war cannot last much longer and I believe that peace
is nearer at hand than people imagine/'

Bliicher writes, in these days, of Napoleon's
great efforts to rouse the whole population of
France to action, but imagines that the French
Emperor will find himself much hampered by the
difficulty of procuring weapons in sufficient num-
ber. The Prussian field-marshal's own mind is
firmly fixed on the one object, the march on Paris.
He is only waiting to concentrate his forces before
starting; he hopes that Schwarzenberg will make
up his mind to join in the expedition:

Should the main army advance far enough to en-
able us to effect a junction, I believe we shall be quite
strong enough to strike an absolutely decisive blow.
It is possible that Napoleon will oppose us with a
considerable army, but they are men who have been
pressed into the service and who are lacking in courage
besides being badly armed and equipped. Our troops
are in every respect the opposite and are inspired by
courage and good will. My 50,000 Russians will
follow me to the ends of the earth, and my own men
are unsurpassed in bravery. The thing that troubles
me most is the lack of officers; I have lost too many of
them.

Bliicher's march on Paris was by no means to be
effected as rapidly as he had hoped. It was like
trying to turn Acheron to make Schwarzenberg,